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Faculty Resolution for Divestment from Morally Reprehensible Military Companies and 

Institutions 

Whereas in 2016, the Board of Trustees committed Cornell to divest from companies whose 

“actions or inactions are ‘morally reprehensible’ (i.e., deserving of condemnation because of the 

injurious impact that the actions or inactions of a company are found to have on consumers, 

employees, or other persons, or which perpetuate social harms to individuals by the deprivation 

of health, safety, basic freedom, or human rights. Morally reprehensible activities include 

apartheid, genocide, human trafficking, slavery, and systemic cruelty to children, including 

violations of child labor laws).”  

Whereas Cornell has investments in military companies that enable, sustain, and profit from 

genocide, apartheid, and the murder and maiming of children.  

Whereas on January 26, 2024, the International Court of Justice described Israel’s war on Gaza 

as a “plausible genocide.” 

Whereas the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

reported on March 25, 2024 that this genocide is no longer only plausible but the actual 

“threshold indicating Israel’s commission of genocide is met.”  

Whereas more than 14,500 Palestinian children have been killed, including by weapons 

produced by companies named below,* since October 2023 alone.  

Whereas more than 12,000 Palestinian children have been maimed and injured, with ten 

children losing one or both limbs per day, including by weapons produced by companies named 

below,* since October 2023 alone. 

Whereas all children in Gaza are deprived of food, medicine, shelter, water, and education; 

have their fundamental children’s rights violated; and are experiencing profound trauma.  

Whereas all children in Gaza are facing death from starvation and experiencing a state of crisis, 

emergency, or catastrophe/famine. 

Whereas apartheid in the Occupied Palestinian Territory has been documented in legal 

scholarship since at least 1991 and found in violation of international law.1  

                                                
1 Quigley, John. "Apartheid Outside Africa: The Case of Israel." Ind. Int'l & Comp. L. Rev. 2 (1991): 221. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/anatomy-genocide-report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-palestinian-territories-occupied-1967-francesca-albanese-ahrc5573-advance-unedited-version
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-over-2-gazas-child-population-killed-or-injured-six-months-war
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/02/child-rights-committee-statement-children-gaza
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/02/child-rights-committee-statement-children-gaza
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/gaza-has-become-graveyard-thousands-children
https://www.csis.org/analysis/famine-gaza
https://www.csis.org/analysis/famine-gaza
https://www.csis.org/analysis/famine-gaza
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/03/israels-55-year-occupation-palestinian-territory-apartheid-un-human-rights
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Whereas the UN Special Rapporteur on the on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 

territories occupied since 1967 has concluded that the “political system of entrenched rule in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory that endows one racial-national-ethnic group with substantial 

rights, benefits and privileges while intentionally subjecting another group to live behind walls 

and checkpoints and under a permanent military rule . . . satisfies the prevailing evidentiary 

standard for the existence of apartheid.” Apartheid is a crime against humanity under 

international law. 

Whereas the genocide and systemic cruelty against children would not be possible without the 

weapons produced by military companies that Cornell invests in and supports.  

Whereas Cornell has a partnership with the Technion Institute which serves as the “R&D wing 

of the Israeli military.”  

Whereas the Technion Institute designs features of separation walls that violate international 

law. The International Court of Justice has held that states may not render aid or assistance in 

maintaining the construction of the walls, which enable and perpetuate apartheid.  

Whereas Cornell funds military research at the Jacobs-Technion Institute. 

Whereas Israeli companies test weapons designed at Technion on the captive Palestinian 

populations and explicitly use “field-testing” on Palestinians as a hallmark of its marketing 

strategy. 

Whereas complicity with genocide by non-state actors such as Universities is increasingly seen 

as a violation of international law.2 

Whereas companies and institutions that produce weapons of genocide and infrastructure of 

apartheid contribute to harm so grave that it is inconsistent with the educational goals and 

violates the core values and principles of Cornell University.  

Whereas the Cornell community has spoken and voted very clearly on the need for this specific 

divestment.  

 

                                                
2 Jackson, Miles, 'State Complicity and the Obligations of Non-State Actors', Complicity in International 
Law, Oxford Monographs in International Law (Oxford, 2015; online edn, Oxford Academic, 23 Apr. 
2015), https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198736936.003.0009. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc4987-report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-palestinian
https://afsc.org/companies-2023-attack-gaza
https://www.eccpalestine.org/beyond-dual-use-israeli-universities-role-in-the-military-security-industrial-complex/
https://medium.com/@phds4palestine/technion-exposed-israel-technology-institutes-links-with-the-idf-caffae135923
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/131/131-20040709-ADV-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc4987-report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-palestinian
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/cruel-experiments-israels-arms-industry
https://www.cornell.edu/about/mission.cfm
https://cornellsun.com/2024/04/26/friedman-faculty-statement-in-favor-of-divestment/
https://cornellsun.com/2024/04/22/breaking-majority-of-cornellians-vote-yes-on-ceasefire-divestment-referendum-questions/
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198736936.003.0009
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198736936.003.0009
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Be it resolved:  

That Cornell  

Act on its own standards for divestment, in accordance with policies set by the Board of 

Trustees on January 29, 2016, and divest from companies whose “actions or inactions are 

‘morally reprehensible.’” 

Specifically, divest from defense companies, arms manufacturers, and other institutions that 

sustain the ongoing genocide in Gaza and the occupation and apartheid in Israel/Palestine.* 

Disclose all financial support for the Jacobs Technion-Cornell Institute. 

Terminate funding for research used to develop military technologies at the Jacobs Technion-

Cornell Institute. 

 

*Companies, arms manufacturers, and research institutions that develop military technologies 

that sustain and profit from the genocide in Gaza include BAE Systems, Boeing, Elbit Systems, 

General Dynamics, L3Harris Technologies, Leonardo, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman, 

RTX, Technion Institute, and ThyssenKrupp.  

In addition, each of these military manufacturers materially contributes to ongoing human rights 

violations in at least one of the following countries: Azerbaijan, Chile, China, the Congo, 

Ethiopia, Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico, Myanmar, the Philippines, Sudan, Ukraine, the US, Venezuela, 

and Yemen. 

Faculty cosponsors: 

Risa Lieberwitz, Professor, ILR School (Faculty Senator) 
Itziar Rodríguez de Rivera, Senior Lecturer, Romance Studies (Faculty Senator) 
Simone Pinet, Professor, Romance Studies (alternate Faculty Senator) 
George R. Frantz, Department of City & Regional Planning (Faculty Senator) 
Elisha Cohn, Associate Professor, Department of Literatures in English (Faculty Senator) 
Parisa Vaziri, Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature & Near Eastern Studies 
David Bateman, Associate Professor, Associate Chair of the Department of Government 
Juno Salazar Parreñas, Associate Professor of Science and Technology Studies and Feminist, 
 Gender and Sexuality Studies, College of Arts and Sciences  
Russell Rickford, History Department 
Nicholas Mulder, Assistant Professor, History Department 
Eli Friedman, Associate Professor, ILR School  
Catherine M. Appert, Associate Professor, Department of Music 
Daniel Hirschman, Associate Professor of Sociology 

https://theuniversityfaculty.cornell.edu/faculty-senate/archives-and-actions/current2-draft/resolution-145/fossile-fuel-divestment-faq/what-is-the-divestment-process/
https://afsc.org/companies-2023-attack-gaza
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Saida Hodzic, Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies; Anthropology 
Suman Seth, Professor, Science and Technology Studies 
Benjamin Anderson, Associate Professor, History of Art and Classics 
Satya P Mohanty, Professor, Dept. of Literatures in English 
Kate Manne, Associate Professor, Sage School of Philosophy 
Raymond Craib, Marie Underhill Noll Professor, History Department 
Iftikhar Dadi, Professor, Department of History of Art 
Jim DelRosso, Librarian, Cornell University Library 
Paul Nadasdy, Professor of Anthropology & American Indian and Indigenous Studies 
Alex Nading, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology 
Seema Golestaneh, Associate Professor, Near Eastern Studies 
Matthew Evangelista, President White Professor of History and Political Science, Department of 
 Government 
Jane Juffer, FGSS 
Patty Keller, Associate Professor/Romance Studies 
Alexander Livingston, Department of Government 
Ian Lundberg, Assistant Professor, Information Science 
Masha Raskolnikov, Literatures in English 
Nerissa Russell, Anthropology 
Suyoung Son, Asian Studies 
Lawrence McCrea, Asian Studies 
Sarah Besky, ILR School 
Julia Chang, Romance Studies 
Chiara Formichi, Asian Studies/ Religious Studies 
Shannon Gleeson, School of Industrial and Labor Relations, and Brooks School of Public Policy 
Rachel Weil, Department of History 
Sofia Villenas, Anthropology Department 
Natalie Melas, Associate Professor, Comparative Literature 
Maria Gonzalez Pendas, Architecture 
Judith Byfield, History Department 
Viranjini Munasinghe, Associate Professor, Anthropology and Asian American Studies 
Ian Greer, ILR School 
Eric Cheyfitz, Ernest I. White Professor of American Studies and Humane Letters, Professor of 
 American Indian and Indigenous Studies  
Brad Zukovic, Literatures in English and the Knight Institute 
Noah Tamarkin, Departments of Anthropology and Science & Technology Studies 
Jodi A. Byrd, Associate Professor, Literatures in English 
NoViolet Bulawayo, Literatures in English 
Esra Akcan, Professor, Architecture 
Marcelo Aguiar, Professor of Mathematics  
Margaret Washington, Marie Underhill Noll Professor of American History, Emerita 
Grant Farred, Professor, Africana Studies & Research Center 
Tracy McNulty, Professor of Comparative Literature and Romance Studies 
Cecelia Lawless, Romance Studies 
 

 

   


