
Questions to be Addressed by the Subcommittees 
 

 HC 

1) What would we need in testing and contact tracing capacity, and how exactly would we use 
these?  How can we coordinate with Cayuga Medical, Guthrie, and the Tomkins County Health 
department on testing and contact tracing.  Should we also coordinate with Ithaca College 
and/or TC3? 

 
HC 

2) What would we need in terms of capacity to quarantine and isolate students?  In terms of 
medical care capacity on campus or in the local community?  In terms of PPE supplies for 
student, faculty, and staff?  Do we have these things and/or how would we obtain them?  (E.g., 
would we want to hold the hotel open in case we needed it for isolation?) 

TSD 
 3) How would we enable social distancing when students are living in dormitories? 

TSD 
 

4) How would we ensure even a modicum of social distancing given the social habits of college 
students?  Would we ban all parties and Greek life activities? 

TSD 
 

5) What is the impact of the intensive interconnectedness of our student body?  (See Weeden & 
Cornwell, “Small World Network of College Classes.”) This analysis of Cornell classes shows that 
“there is no single course, and no single student, that if removed would eliminate the potential 
for mutual indirect exposure between any pair of students. this implies that a hybrid model of 
instruction, wherein large courses are taught online and smaller courses are taught face-to-
face, cannot resolve the challenge of course co-enrollment as a potential means of 
transmission.” 

TSD 
HC 

6) Given that normally our campus is very open, frequent travel both to it by visitors, and from it 
by our own students and staff, would we need to implement policies that closed it down and 
prevented visitors as well as such travel?  Is that even feasible?  (We can’t prohibit personal 
travel, for example.) 

TSD 
HC 

7) How would we protect high-risk faculty and staff (over 60 and/or with pre-existing 
conditions)?  Would all such employees be offered options for remote working, e.g., with 
professors teaching from home via video link? 

TSD 
HC 

8) How would we protect high-risk students, and are there ADA requirements that we need to 
take into account? 

TSD 
 

9) What kinds of changes would we make to ensure social distancing 

 In the classroom and other educational settings? 

 In student life activities more broadly? (residential, dining, extracurricular) 

 In athletics?  Would we be able to have athletics at all? 

TSD 
HC 

10) What is the probability that we might have to shut the campus down again mid-semester and 
send students home, and are we prepared to do that? What early warning markers should we 
look for to suggest a potential surge in infection? 

TSD 
HC 

11) How would we deal with the fact that many international students are unlikely to be able to 
return in the fall? 

 
HC 

12) How would we reassure the greater Tompkins County community that the return of students 
won’t jeopardize community-wide public health? 

TSD 
 

13) Under various scenarios, we may see many students taking a year off, and return to campus in 
fall 2021?  How will we manage that if we are also welcoming a full-sized new class of 
freshmen then? 

TSD 
 

14) What are the financial implications?  This should include a consideration of whether tuition 
levels should be changed. 

TSD 
 

15) If we could not offer classes in person in the fall, would it be financially better to shut down 
entirely at the undergraduate level in the fall, and instead aim to have two full semesters, one 
starting in Jan. 2021, and another running through the summer? 
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