
Alan Zehnder, Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
Alan Zehnder joined the Cornell faculty in 1988.  He has been a visiting 

professor at the California Institute of Technology, a senior faculty 

fellow at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, and a guest professor at the 

Vienna University of Technology.   At Cornell he has served as Chair of 

Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, Interim Director of Mechanical and 

Aerospace Engineering and currently serves as Associate Dean for 

Diversity and Faculty Development in the College of Engineering.  His 

research is in the mechanics of materials and fracture, particularly in 

dynamic and thermo-mechanically coupled problems.  He earned his 

B.S. in 1982 at the University of California at Berkeley and received his 

Ph.D. in mechanical engineering from the California Institute of Technology in 1987. 

 
 


