
Report to the Dean of Faculty, Research Advisory Council May 2018 

Research Advisory Committee  

The Research Advisory Council (RAC) is a committee of the Faculty Senate charged to provide 
advice to the Vice Provost for Research on issues relating to the research enterprise of the 
University. During the 2016-2017 academic year, the major activity of the RAC was to help in 
the selection of nominations for grant and award programs with limited submissions. In the past 
year (May 2017-April 2018) we advertised 94 limited submissions programs, we received 
applications for 30 of those and and reviewed applications for 15 programs. The excel chart 
attached indicates 2016, 2017 and 2018 competitions reviewed by limited submissions and 
RAC, and the outcomes of the review, including detailed data on the programs and applicants 
for each program. Also attached is a word document containing all limited submission 
competitions, including deadlines and links to program websites. 

The work required to perform all of these grant proposal reviews is significant. Each RAC 
member reads and ranks all submissions, independent of area of research. The preliminary 
ranking (and specific comments) serves as the basis for the discussion. The broad expertise 
represented on the RAC helps to choose the most competitive (and well-written) proposals that 
are recommended to submit a full application to the particular funding agency or philanthropy. 
Independent on the outcome, the chair of the RAC provides constructive feedback to each 
applicant based on the comments and discussion by the council. The workload is spread out 
across the academic calendar, with fewer programs during the summer months.  

A number programs are coordinated with Weill Cornell Medicine, depending on whether the 
funders consider both campuses as one entity. These programs include, but are not limited to, 
the Packard, Pew, Searle, Rita Allen, Keck and Hartwell Foundations. Cornell Ithaca and Weill 
Cornell Medicine have a cooperative process for the review and ranking of proposals for the 
joint programs, which differs depending on the program. If WCM (or Ithaca) have few 
applications, the committee from one or other institution might review and rank them together. If 
there are more, separate internal competitions are completed, and the winners from WCM and 
Ithaca are discussed by the two RAC Chairs to determine the strongest candidate(s) for the 
program.  

The RAC also provides occasional advice to the Vice Provost for Research on other issues 
related to our research mission. If we have less or equal number of applicants than the number 
of submissions allowed, the RAC Chair reads all applications to ensure they are of high enough 
quality to proceed in the application process. 

Ex officio Non-voting members: 

Emmanuel Giannelis 

Mary-Margaret Klempa 

Kim Holloway (runs all competitions) 

 

Administrative Coordinator: Tracy Gavich  

 



 

Members for 2017-2018 

LS = Life Sciences 

PE = Physical Sciences/Engineering 

SS = Social Sciences 

Name Department College LS/PE Dates Net ID 
Chris Batten 
(sabbatical 
Spring 2018) 

ECE ENG PE 2020 cb535 

Peng Chen CCB A&S PE 2018 (2020) pc252 
Itai Cohen Physics A&S PE 2019 ic64 
Lara Estroff MSE ENG PE 2019 lae37 
Joe Fetcho 
(sabbatical 
2018) 

NBB A&S LS 2019 jrf49 

Natasza 
Kurpios 

Molecular 
Medicine 

VET LS 2019 nk378 

Hadas Kress-
Gazit 

MAE ENG PE 2020 hk478 

Kelly Liu MBG CALS LS 2019 jl53 
Mariana 
Wolfner 

MBG A&S LS 2020 Mfw5 

Chris 
Wildeman 

PAM CHE SS 2020 cjw279 

Bill Olbricht 
(Chair) 

CBE ENG PE 2020 wlo1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


