Charlie Walcott
Dean of Faculty
Day Hall,

Cornell University

Dear Charlie,

This letter is written to summarize the various activities of the LAC in the year 2006-2007. Together with the
attached spreadsheet it comprises the requested annual report of the activities of the Provost’s Local Advisory
Committee. In the spreadsheet are listed the limited submission programs (and outcomes: A-accepted, D-
declined, P- pending) that were read by the LAC.

In our estimation, the LAC met 18-20 times from September - April. That number includes meetings devoted to
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the postdoc salaries and retention items (summarized below), and not limited submission selections.

1. Policy on PostDoctoral Salaries. Recommendation that starting in 2007 over a 5 year time scale that All
Cornell University Post Doctoral Associate's minimum salary achieve parity with the NIH mandatory salary
level for a first year Post Doctoral Associate. This recommendation was accepted by the Vice Provost for
Research and made effective Jan. 1, 2007. The policy is attached for reference,

2. Recommendation on Data Storage and Retention (draft). The LAC met and debated various issues
regarding data retention, sharing and "ownership". There was general consensus that original research data
be retained for a period of three years after publication, that the data preservation responsibility resides with
the PI (or Department Chairman, or designate) in the case of the decease of the faculty member, and that
data "ownership" resides with the institution ie Cornell University. The LAC policy recommendation was
subsequently referred to the vice provost for research administration who charged a policy editorial group
(whose membership included the Dean of Faculty) with crafting a formal university policy statement. The
university policy, titled “Research Data: Recording, Retention, and Access”, is expected to receive final
policy approval and release in 2007-08.

3. The LAC also set forth a procedure that would excuse 2/3 of non specialists on the LAC from reading
highly specialized proposals. eg a proposal wholly centered on Social Sciences would be read by only 1/3 of
the Physical Scientists and 1/3 of the Life scientists on the LAC. This was done to minimize the work load
particularly for limited submission proposals centered on the Life Sciences due at the beginning of the Fall

and Spring terms.

4. The LAC's membership was expanded and each member was designated with a primary expertise in the
Life Sciences, (L), Physical Sciences (P) and Social Sciences (S).

Sincerely,

SR

Jeevak Parpia
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